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    	Coronary Artery Disease

To many, the 2-week ‘SNAPSHOT’ of patient care patterns across Australia and New Zealand1 will appear a picture of systems-wide failure. The results are likely to be of concern not only for the health professionals of these countries but also their general public, governments and media. Why, given the heavy weight of persuasive evidence supporting the best pharmacological and non-pharmacological interventions for acute coronary syndrome (ACS) patients, was suboptimal cardiac care so dominant in the 2 weeks studied? Across two wealthy countries with well-financed health systems, how can optimal cardiac care be provided to only three out of four patients—and be even worse for those patients who are more prone to heart disease, notably older adults?
That large numbers of citizens may suffer unnecessarily due to poor and unequal cardiac care is not ethically or economically acceptable. Yet, whether and how the results reported by the research come to improve patient care will be determined less by the results themselves but by how people and their organisations choose to respond.

Harnessing failure better

Far from being associated with fear and incompetence, modern organisations increasingly see failure to achieve intended outcomes not only as being important to capture with data but also as being integral to subsequent learning and improvement.2 This is important because in spite of efforts and intentions to specifically avoid it, failure occurs often, in many different forms, and for all … 






View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	

Competing interests None.

	

Provenance and peer review Commissioned; internally peer reviewed.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	Cardiac risk factors and preventionPrescription of secondary prevention medications, lifestyle advice, and referral to rehabilitation among acute coronary syndrome inpatients: results from a large prospective audit in Australia and New Zealand

Julie Redfern
Karice Hyun
Derek P Chew
Carolyn Astley
Clara Chow
Bernadette Aliprandi-Costa
Tegwen Howell
Bridie Carr
Karen Lintern
Isuru Ranasinghe
Kellie Nallaiah
Fiona Turnbull
Cate Ferry
Chris Hammett
Chris J Ellis
John French
David Brieger
Tom Briffa


Heart 2014; 100 1281-1288   Published Online First:  09 Jun 2014. doi: 10.1136/heartjnl-2013-305296 



	HeartbeatHeartbeat: Highlights from this issue

Catherine M Otto


Heart 2014; 100 1219-1220   Published Online First:  21 Jul 2014. doi: 10.1136/heartjnl-2014-306404 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BCS  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BCS  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: British Cardiovascular Society]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Top cited articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Education in heart
	Best Research Paper Award
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 SoundCloud
	 YouTube

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1468-201XPrint ISSN: 1355-6037

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & British Cardiovascular Society. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


