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    Mounting evidence indicates that chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) is an independent risk factor for cardiovascular (CV) mortality. Data from several large trials such as the Lung Health Study, Towards a Revolution in COPD Health, Understanding Potential Long-term Impacts on Function with Tiotropium, European Respiratory Society Study on Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease and Inhaled Steroids in Obstructive Lung Disease (ISOLDE) have shown that fatal CV events contribute to a major portion (between 22% and 39%) of the deaths in this population.1 Patients with COPD have greater mortality, rehospitalisation rates and poorer health status after a myocardial infarction (MI). Recent insights into the mechanisms that underlie this excess risk support a strong biological basis for heightened susceptibility to CV events, with mechanisms such as oxidative stress, endothelial dysfunction, arterial stiffness, increased inflammation and thrombotic predisposition being common themes.2 While a biological basis for inherent susceptibility of patients with COPD for CV events is indeed highly likely, inequities in their medical care resulting in substantial ‘gaps’ in treatment have also been suggested to contribute to the disproportionate mortality.3 ,4 While the reasons are likely multifactorial, at least one plausible explanation relates to differences in symptom presentations of acute coronary syndrome (ACS) in COPD, where patients may present with dyspnoea, rather than chest pain, obfuscating the diagnosis of MI and in turn delaying institution of appropriate management (eg, reperfusion therapies).3
In their Heart paper, Rothnie et al provide fascinating insights into the associations between COPD and excess mortality following a first MI using data from the Myocardial Ischaemia National Audit Project (MINAP), a national register for all MI and ACS admissions in the UK.5 MINAP records information on patient comorbidity, care processes and management … 


View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	Contributors SR and Brook made substantial contributions to the conception or design of the work, analysis and interpretation of data and to drafting the article or revising it critically for important intellectual content.

	Competing interests None declared.

	Provenance and peer review Commissioned; internally peer reviewed.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	Special populationsClosing the mortality gap after a myocardial infarction in people with and without chronic obstructive pulmonary disease

Kieran J Rothnie
Liam Smeeth
Emily Herrett
Neil Pearce
Harry Hemingway
Jadwiga Wedzicha
Adam Timmis
Jennifer K Quint


Heart 2015; 101 1103-1110   Published Online First:  12 Mar 2015. doi: 10.1136/heartjnl-2014-307251 



	HeartbeatHeartbeat: Highlights from this issue

Catherine M Otto


Heart 2015; 101 1081-1082   Published Online First:  25 Jun 2015. doi: 10.1136/heartjnl-2015-308235 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BCS  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BCS  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: British Cardiovascular Society]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Top cited articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Education in heart
	Best Research Paper Award
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 SoundCloud
	 YouTube

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1468-201XPrint ISSN: 1355-6037

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & British Cardiovascular Society. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


