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    Abstract
Background In March 2015 The Department of Health published the first annual report of the “National Healthcare Quality Reporting System.” This was designed to report the quality of healthcare provided across all sectors of our system. The measure of acute cardiac care was in-hospital mortality within 30 days of admission for acute myocardial infarction (AMI). Data was collected via HIPE data by the Healthcare Pricing Office (HPO), an administrative branch of the Health Service Executive. The national average was found to be 6.8 deaths per 100 cases. Connolly Hospital Blanchardstown was one of three hospitals that had age-sex standardised mortality rates that were statistically significantly higher than the national average with a rate of 9.87 deaths per 100 cases. Our audit aimed to assess the accuracy of the findings.

Methods Patients were identified by searching the HIPE system for patients who had been labelled with a primary diagnosis of AMI and had died within 30 days of this diagnosis between 2011 and 2013. We then performed a chart review and examined patients’ death certificates.

Results 42 patients were classified by HIPE as having had a primary diagnosis of AMI with mortality within 30 days. Only 23 (54.8%) of these patients were confirmed as having had an AMI as per WHO criteria during the course of their admission, 22 by chart review and one by post-mortem. Of these patients, twenty (87%) died within 30 days of their AMI. Patients who died post AMI were more likely to have been seen by cardiology services (87% vs 57.9%), to have had palliative care review (60.9% vs 36.8%) and to have been determined not for resuscitation (78.3% vs 42.1%). We found that twelve patients had AMI placed as a cause of death (10 primary cause, 2 antecedent cause) on death certificate despite having not suffered AMI during their hospital admission. If the 22 patients incorrectly coded were excluded from the AMI data, the mortality rate within 30 days post-AMI in CHB would fall to 4.14 deaths per 100 cases, well below national average.

Conclusions Analysing the performance of our healthcare system is imperative to provide a quality service to our patients and to improve our healthcare service. The analysis of data however is only useful if the data itself is accurate. Our audit showed that many of the patients coded as having had a primary diagnosis of AMI by HIPE had not in fact suffered AMI, and some of those who had, did not die within 30 days of the event. It would be our hope that the discrepancies shown in this audit would feed back to the HSE to enable a more accurate data-entry in the future and also to NCHD training programmes with instruction in particular on the importance of the accurate documentation of diagnoses and completion of death certificates. The findings of our audit underline the need to ensure that the data collected accurately represents outcomes, the responsibility for which lies with both clinicians and coding staff.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/heartjnl-2016-310523.26

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BCS  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BCS  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: British Cardiovascular Society]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Top cited articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Education in heart
	Best Research Paper Award
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 SoundCloud
	 YouTube

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1468-201XPrint ISSN: 1355-6037

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & British Cardiovascular Society. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


