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    	tricuspid valve disease

Tricuspid regurgitation (TR) is one of the most common valvular heart lesions encountered in clinical practice. It has now been unequivocally established that the presence of worsening TR is associated with poor outcomes.1 In the past, intervention for severe TR has been infrequently performed due to the lack of prospective data supporting an improvement in outcomes as well as a high reported operative mortality (up to 8%–20%).2 This has resulted in the current practice pattern where patients with severe TR are typically managed conservatively and often referred for surgery only after the onset of diuretic refractory right heart failure and end-organ damage with renal failure and hepatic cirrhosis. However, there is now a renewed interest in the management of patients with TR due to: (1) an increasing number of patients presenting with right heart failure from TR, (2) advanced surgical techniques resulting in a lower operative risk3 with documented improvement in symptoms4 5 and (3) the development of catheter-based therapies for this valve disease.
Summary of current study
In their Heart paper, Kadri et al
6 report on the surgical experience for severe TR from the Cleveland Clinic over a 1year period from 2011 to 2012 and provide a signal that there may be a mortality benefit of operation for severe TR. A total of 534 patients were identified with severe TR and heart failure. The predominant mechanism of TR was functional, and this was reflected in a high prevalence of risk factors for secondary TR including annular dilation and atrial fibrillation (74%), a low ejection fraction or left sided valve disease (75%), significant mitral disease (70%), pulmonary hypertension (80%) or Right ventricular (RV) dysfunction (77%). Only 55 (~10%) patients … 
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