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EDITORIAL COMMENT

If anyone thinks that a report on a single electrocardiogram can always decide whether it is
normal or abnormal or whether there is or is not evidence of cardiac infarction, this valuable paper
will show that he is wrong. No one, on reflection, does think this, but many write a routine report
as if they did.

Those asked to report were given only the three choices and not allowed to give more border-
line reports, and this could be criticized. It may be argued that some doubt about the validity of
the report is tacitly assumed by everyone, but this is not so. Everyone should be more aware that
although some electrocardiograms are obviously normal and others prove cardiac infarction, there
are many that could be normal but should raise a suspicion of coronary disease, many that prove
some myocardial disease and raise a suspicion of cardiac infarction, and many with something un-
usual that might be due to heart disease or biochemical changes. It seems clear from this paper
that more such qualifications should be added to reports on electrocardiograms whenever these
are needed.  on M
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