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Proceedings of the British Cardiac Society
Private business'

THE FIFTY-FOURTH ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING of the British Cardiac Society was held at
the University of Manchester on Thursday, I7 April
1975. The President, J. F. GOODWIN, took the Chair for
Private Business and E. G. WADE chaired the Scientific
Sessions.

Private Business
The President announced with deep regret the deaths of
William Phillips and of Robert Kernohan, President of
the Irish Cardiac Society, who had been nominated for
membership of the British Cardiac Society but had died
before being elected.

I The following Ordinary Members were elected:
R. H. Anderson (London)
D. C. Banks (Nottingham)
P. Bourdillon (London)
I. M. Breckenridge (Cardiff)
M. Clarke (Stoke-on-Trent)
R. S. Croxson (Manchester)
J. Dark (Manchester)
J. G. Davies (London)
M. R. F. de Leval (London)
J. A. Dyde (Coventry)
W. G. Ginks (London)
J. S. Glennie (Blackpool)
B. Gribbin (Oxford)
M. P. Holden (Newcastle-upon-Tyne)
H. B. Kelly (London)
C. A. Layton (London)
W. A. Littler (Oxford)
J. D. McArthur (Glasgow)
J. N. Mickerson (Chichester)
H. C. Miller (Edinburgh)
C. Morgans (Portsmouth)
A. L. Muir (Edinburgh)
H. 0. J. O'Kane (Belfast)
D. L. H. Patterson (London)
D. T. Pearson (Newcastle-upon-Tyne)
T. G. Pickering (Oxford)
A. Rickards (London)
K. D. Roberts (Birmingham)
R. A. J. Spurrell (London)
J. F. N. Taylor (London)
H. D. Tunstall Pedoe (London)
T. M. Welsh (Glasgow)
B. T. Williams (London)
J. D. Wisheart (London)
D. J. Woodgate (South Essex)
J. E. C. Wright (London)

1 Abstracts of paper read at this meeting have been published
(British Heart Journal, 1975, 37, 779.

The President reminded members that membership of
the Society was open to all who had a primary interest in
the practice of cardiology, and on this occasion a tech-
nical officer and an anaesthetist were among those
elected.

2 J. F. Goodwin was re-elected, unopposed, as Presi-
dent for a fourth year.

3 The newly elected Council Members were:
J. M. Barber - for Ireland (unopposed)
L. G. Davies - for Wales
D. S. Short - for Scotland
G. Howitt - as a General member.

4 The following resignations had been received:
K. E. Harris (from Extra-Ordinary Membership),

and J. Benn, R. E. Bonham-Carter, Marion Farmer,
K. Fraser, J. D. Hay, H. R. S. Harley, A. Morgan
Jones, G. A. Kiloh, and P. Szekely (from Ordinary
Membership).

5 R. E. Bonham-Carter and A. Morgan Jones were
elected Honorary Members of the Society.

6 J. D. Hay, H. R. S. Harley, G. A. Kiloh, and P.
Szekely were elected Extra-Ordinary Members of the
Society.
The Secretary reminded members that it was not

automatic for Ordinary Members to be elected to Extra-
Ordinary Membership on retirement.

7 E. Fletcher was elected to Overseas Membership.

8 The following were elected Corresponding Members
of the Society:
H. Bricaud (Bordeaux, France), P. Puech (Mont-
pellier, France), and H. Kulbertus (Liege, Belgium).

9 The Treasurer presented the Auditors' report and
accounts for the year to 3I December 1974. The Auditors
reported that the financial situation generally was satis-
factory. In spite of rising costs, the subscription was not
being increased in June I975. The accounts were
adopted and signed.
The Treasurer reported that the Executive Secretary

would be retiring in the not too distant future, and that
there had been exploratory discussions with the Royal
Society of Medicine into the possibility of administering
the British Cardiac Society from their offices. This would
depend a good deal on cost, and how much of the work
the Royal Society of Medicine felt able to take on.
The Treasurer paid tribute to the Editor of the British
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Heart journal, his predecessors, and the Editorial Com-
mittee, whose high standards and hard work had re-
resulted in the wide circulation and increasing reputa-
tion of the Journal. He was pleased to report that
Somerville's initiative had now resulted in the British
Medical Association agreeing to make the British Cardiac
Society an annual grant.

IO The Secretary reported that the Autumn Meeting
I975 would be held on I3 and I4 November. The result
ofthe Referendum was an overwhelming majority for the
meeting to continue to be on a Thursday and Friday.
As an experiment this year part of the first morning

would be devoted to a Teach-In organized by the
Cardiac Muscle Research Group, though this would
reduce the number of short communications.
The Thomas Lewis Lecture would follow the scien-

tific meeting on the I3 November. The Lecturer will
be D. G. Gibson.

iI Marquis welcomed the Society to Edinburgh for
the Annual General Meeting to be held on Thursday,
i April 1976. Godman would be the Local Secretary.

I2 The Secretary reported that for the Joint Swedish
Meeting in Stockholm on I tO 3 September, W. Somer-
ville will be Joint Chairman with a Swedish Chairman,
and Sowton was Scientific Secretary. The programme
would contain Symposia on Exercise and on Prevention
of Heart Disease.

13 The Editor of the British HeartJournal referred to
the source of the papers published: 44% were from the
U.K., 20% from Europe, and i8% from the U.S.A.
Due to the excellent work of Deuchar, Honey, and

Rita Carne, the Journal had been without a misprint for
two years.

14 The Secretary offered apologies for absence from
the Editor of Cardiovascular Research. He had been
asked to inform the Society that the Editorial Board had
been cut from 22 to i8 and largely replaced. At their
meeting on i6 April Council had accepted the I3 new
members of Editorial Board.

IS E. N. Coleman, the President of the Society of
Cardiological Technicians, reported that there had been
an improvement in morale in the last year which had
been helped by the recent pay increase. The Society
appreciated the help given by the British Cardiac Soc-
iety and cardiologists, and he hoped that members
would encourage their chief and other technicians to
join.

I6 The President stated that the report of the Working
Party on Rehabilitation was complete and it was hoped
to publish it in the Journal of the Royal College of
Physicians in June. It was also hoped to persuade the
Editors of the Lancet, British Medical J7ournal, College
of General Practitioners' Journal, and The Practitioner to
publish the abbreviated report at the same time. The
Department of Health and Social Security (DHSS) had

been approached about the distribution of the report to
all general practitioners and other hospital doctors
throughout the country to give the widest possible
circulation. He would like to thank Semple for the tre-
mendous amount of work he had put into this Working
Party and report.
The Working Party on Coronary Care were finalizing

their report which would appear in the Autumn.
The Working Party on Primary Prevention had

started considerably later than the others, but it was
hoped that this report would be ready by the end of
I975 or early I976.
The same arrangements for publishing and distribu-

tion would be organized for these three reports.
Fleming reported that he was preparing his final report

on the Prophylaxis of Infective Endocarditis, and he
thanked members of the Society for their response to his
request for material.

17 The Editorial on Coronary Arteriography (British
Heart Journal, 1975, 37, 229) was discussed and the
recommendations of the Standing Committee on Card-
iology of the Royal College of Physicians, London, were
considered. From the data presented it was evident that
there had been considerable improvement, particularly
in the larger centres in both the mortality and morbidity
of this investigation, during the past eighteen months.
It was accepted this was not necessarily the case at
smaller centres, particularly those doing less than fifty
investigations per year. The importance of adequate
training for those about to undertake coronary arterio-
graphy was stressed. The inadequacy of available records
was also mentioned.

I8 The President reported that the Joint Liaison
Committee, with representatives from the British
Cardiac Society, the Royal College of Physicians, and the
Department of Health and Social Security (DHSS) was
created as a channel of communication so that cardio-
logists' problems could be brought to the attention of
the DHSS. In the two years of its existence it had proved
a useful channel for discussions on manpower and career
structure, which were continuing; and it had shown the
extent to which decisions were made at Regional Level
and not by the DHSS. Representations were now being
made on the need for echocardiography equipment
throughout NHS hospitals. Support was needed from
members of the Society so that more pressure could be
brought to bear on the DHSS conceming areas where
reform was needed.

9g The Secretary commented on the experimental
booklet of abstracts produced for the meeting, and
stated that the Council had agreed to repeat the experi-
ment for the I975 Autumn Meeting.

20 The President reported that the Intemational
Society of Cardiology (ISC) had now moved into the
Intemational Cardiological Foundation offices in
Geneva to reduce staff and costs, and the details of the
merger were being worked out by a joint committee.
Meanwhile the financial affairs were being put in order
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and auditors appointed; audited accounts would be pro-
duced and distributed every year. A system would be
instituted whereby Chairmen of Scientific Councils
would need to produce research projects when applying
for funds, and the whole question of the allocation of
funds to the Scientific Councils was under discussion.
The ISC still lacked a Chairman of the Scientific Com-
mittee, to co-ordinate the Scientific Councils, but it was
hoped to fill this vacancy by June. The British Cardiac
Society had paid the current subscription of $I.oo per
member as previously, but this would probably have to
be increased when the merger was completed and such
details finalized.
The next World Congress of Cardiology sponsored

by the ISC would be held in Tokyo from I7 to 23 Sep-
tember 1978.

2I The President reported that Council were well
aware of the need to consider modifications to the

scientific meetings to meet changing conditions and in-
creasing demands, and a paper was being prepared for
distribution to members making various suggestions; the
Officers would welcome comments from members to
incorporate in this paper. There would be full discussion
at a later meeting.

22 The Secretary reported that a Symposium on Car-
diac Pathology would be held in Birmingham on 23
September I975. The scientific programme was being
organized by Olsen and the local organizer was Pen-
tecost.
The Society dined together in the Howarth Room of

the University of Manchester Refectory, with A. Morgan
Jones presiding. The official guests were Dr. F. B.
Beswick and Professor J. Diamond. Also present were
Dr. Stewart Reid of Montreal, Dr. Gaston Bauer of
Sydney, and Dr. Ralph Shabetai (U.S.A.) - an Overseas
Member.
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