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M-mode echocardiographic features of endomyocardial
fibrosis
Sir,
I was much interested to read this paper published in
British Heart Journal 1982; 48: 222-8. It contains
some highly interesting facts.

It is, however, necessary to make two observations.
Firstly, it deals with nine cases of right ventricular
and six cases of biventricular endomyocardial fibrosis,
but none of purely left. Secondly, the inherent charac-
teristics of each are not clearly defined and this creates
confusion.
From our own experience of 45 cases already pub-

lished in 1979 and 19811-3 we have been able to
specify the M-mode echocardiographic features and
confirm them by cardiac catheterisation and angio-
cardiography.

In 37 patients with exclusively or predominantly
right sided endomyocardial fibrosis, we found inter-
ventricular septum abnormalities imilar to those
found by George et al., as well as changes in the
dimensions of the outflow tract and abnormalities of
the valves. In 10 patients with exclusively or very
predominantly left ventricular involvement, we found
septal movement to be large and straight with the
original M shaped pattern retained in diastole. We
also noted interesting subvalvular abnormalities.
We would also emphasise how valuable we in Abid-

jan have found echocardiography to be in assessment
of these patients after they have been operated upon
here.4

E Bertrand, A Ekra,
Institut de Cardiologie,
BP V 206, Abidjan,
Ivory Coast.
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Notices

European Society of Cardiology
An International Symposium on "Myocardial revas-
cularisation in acute conditions", sponsored by the
European Society of Cardiology will take place in
Brussels on 3, 4, and 5 November 1983.
For further information write to Mrs R Fonteyne,

Avenue du Vossegat 16, B-1180 Bruxelles, Belgium.

British Cardiac Society
The Autumn Meetng will be held at Wembley on
21 and 22 November 1983, and the closing date for abs-
tracts was 26 July 1983.

The Annual General Meeting for 1984 will take
place in Leicester on 11 and 12 April 1984, and the
closing date for receipt of abstracts will be 3 January
1984.
The Autumn Meeting in 1984 will be held on 3 and

4 December 1984, and the closing date for receipt of
abstracts will be 15 August 1984.
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