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We start this newsletter with the sadness of
saying farewell to Dennis Krikler as editor of
the British Heart Journal. There are many

tributes to him in this issue, but we are very

anxious to add our own words of thanks to
Dennis who has been a very good friend and
we owe him a great debt, and he will know
that the continuing excellence ofthe journal is
an enduring tribute to his work. It should also
be noted in this column that it was Dennis
who had the happy idea of a monthly news-

letter from the British Cardiac Society, and
we believe this provides a valuable service.

Plans are now well advanced for the society
to acquire its own offices. Agreement has been
reached to acquire a Georgian office building
on the east side of Fitzroy Square, Wl. The
appropriate legal process is underway and the
purchase should be completed by late
November.* The society, which is buying the
freehold of the property, has been advised by
two international property consultants.

Fitzroy Square is situated about 400 metres
from the Royal College of Physicians, just
south of Euston Road and close to Warren
Street and Great Portland Street tube sta-
tions. The square is pleasant and partly
pedestrianised. The building has a total floor
area of approximately 4000 square feet with
four floors and a basement. It was refurbished
three years ago and many period features are

present throughout the building. The society
will be moving into the new offices early in
1992. Although we are sorry to be leaving the
facilities of the Royal College of Physicians,
we are not moving very far away and our close
links will continue.
The new premises will provide the society

with good office accommodation and the
ability to host small meetings. It is hoped to
accommodate the editorial offices of the Brit-
ish Heart Journal in the building. It will also
provide the society with an opportunity to
offer increased support to affiliated groups.
Initially there will be spare office facilities
which we propose to offer to a friendly
medical society. It is comforting for the
society to have a substantial permanent home.
This month we have contributions to our

newsletter from several ofour members. This
is a society newsletter, and we welcome its use
by those who have relevant information they
wish to pass on.

Keith Fox has written with two items: first,
medico-legal representation and secondly,
information on the British Society for Car-
diovascular Research.
"The ethical and legal committee of the

British Cardiac Society proposed that mem-
bers ofthe Society who are willing to serve on
the specialist medico-legal panel of the
society should submit their names and the
outline of the area of their expertise so that a

list of such individuals could be compiled for
the law societies of England and Wales and
Scotland. Clearly, no obligation is implied
and there is no question of exclusivity. The
legal profession would be free to seek special-
ist advice, whether or not such an individual
had volunteered to serve on the panel.

We are pleased to see that, so far, 85
cardiologists have put forward their names
for inclusion in this list and we believe that
this will permit a more comprehensive and
representative basis for seeking specialist car-
diac opinion. If any further members wish to
be included on the medico-legal panel, fur-
ther forms are available from the Secretary
of the British Cardiac Society. Clearly, the
ethical and legal committee does not think
that it is appropriate for the committee to
determine or monitor the areas, or indeed the
degree, of specialist expertise of individual
members. Furthermore, a member would be
free to withdraw from the advisory panel at
any time. The corollary is that opinions
expressed by individual members ofthe panel
cannot necessarily be interpreted as represen-
ting the views ofthe committee or the society.

In response to a proposal from the British
Society for Cardiovascular Research, the
council of the British Cardiac Society has
agreed to support a lectureship at each of the
biannual meetings of the British Society for
Cardiovascular Research. In return, the Brit-
ish Society for Cardiovascular Research
would allow members of the British Cardiac
Society to attend these meetings without
payment of the registration fees. Information
about the biannual meetings is included in the
mailing from the British Cardiac Society.

After the introduction of only one annual
meeting of the British Cardiac Society, con-
cern has been expressed that there may be
insufficient opportunity for younger inves-
tigators to participate in academic meeting at
which original material is presented and dis-
cussed. The proposals allow just such par-
ticipation in meetings at which high quality
basic and applied cardiovascular research
material is presented. The meetings of the
British Society for Cardiovascular Research
and the workshops have been well attended
and have provoked active discussion. We
would like to draw your attention to the
opportunities presented to participate in and
to submit material for presentation to the
meetings."

Peter Hubner passess on a suggestion for a
practice that has worked well in his area. The
Leicester cardiologists have produced small
stickers that are sent to the general practition-
ers of patients with valvar or congenital heart
disease. The stickers can be put on the
patient's folder. They state only: "Endocar-
ditis alert! Blood cultures before antibiotics
for unexplained fever". Its simple, easy, and
cheap. It may also save a lot of anguish in
some instances. We ourselves believe that in
time, we would have had the same idea...
John Goodwin, Chairman of the National

Forum for Coronary Heart Disease Preven-
tion writes: "Readers of the newsletter may
like to have up to date news about the forum
which was set up (as the National Co-ordinat-
ing Committee) after the Canterbury con-
ference in 1983 with the title Action to
prevent Coronary Heart Disease. The pur-
pose of the forum is to co-ordinate and
facilitate the activities of organisations and
individuals concerned with all aspects of
coronary heart disease prevention. It has over
30 member organisations including the Brit-
ish Cardiac Society, the British Heart Foun-

Education Authority; the Health Promotion
Authority for Wales; the Health Education
Board for Scotland; and the Health Promo-
tion Agency of Northern Ireland. Non-
medical organisations, such as the Sports
Council and the Trades Union Congress are

also members.
Each organisation sends a representative to

the biannual forum meeting. In addition to

co-ordinating the activities of its members,
the forum (which is independent and free to
express the wishes of its membership) res-

ponds to their initiatives and suggestions,
identifies areas ofagreement and controversy,

and surveys the need for action. The forum
advises the Health Education Authority's
Look After Your Heart programme, govern-

ment, and industry. In addition to the core

activities, the forum undertakes special
projects such as workshops, as agreed by the
membership and the executive committee. So
far, these have included projects on school
meals, undergraduate medical education in
coronary heart disease prevention (in which
the British Cardiac Society and the British
Heart Foundation took leading roles), car-

diovascular health in the workplace, and
coronary heart disease in women.

Appropriate member organisations were

heavily involved in their planning and
execution.

Interest and awareness of coronary heart
disease prevention is steadily increasing
among general practitioners and primary
health care workers in all fields. So far
cardiologists have not always been noted for
their interest. This is understandable because
of their heavy load of clinical and research
responsibilities. But it is vital that they fulfil
their role, including secondary prevention.
Further information can be requested and
suggestions sent to the Forum's Co-ordin-
ator, Ms Imogen Sharp, MSc, National
Forum for Coronary Heart Disease Preven-
tion, Hamilton House, Mabledon Place,
London WC1 H9TX (tel: 071 383 7638)."

DOUGLAS CHAMBERLAIN
President, British Cardiac Society

PAUL OLDERSHAW
Secretary, British Cardiac Society

1 St Andrew's Place,
London NW) 4LB

*Please note, we have completed our move. Our new

address is 9 Fitzroy Square, London WIP SAH.
Telephone: 071 383 3887; Fax: 071 388 0903.

NOTICE

1992

The Annual Meeting ofthe British Cardiac
Society will take place at the Harrogate
International Centre on 26 to 29 May. The

closing date for receipt of abstracts was

3 January.
dation, the Coronary Prevention Group,
Action on Smoking and Health, the Coronary
Artery Disease Research Organisation
(CORDA), the Chest, Heart and Stroke
Association, and the British Medical Associa-
tion. The Royal Colleges are fully represen-
ted, as are nursing, pharmaceutical, dietetic,
primary health care organisations; the Health
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