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A letterfrom Europe

Cardiovascular pathology in Europe: a new school

COLLEAGUES-There is growing concern among patholo-
gists with an interest in cardiovascular diseases.
Pathology, which deals with all aspects of disease, but
particularly with the essential nature, the causes, and the
development of abnormal conditions, encompasses both
the basic and clinical sciences. The general lack of inter-
est of pathologists in cardiovascular diseases and the cur-
rent explosion of interest in molecular biology have led to
an undesirable drifting apart of basic and clinical sciences
in the crucial arena of cardiovascular diseases. Cardio-
vascular pathologists, who by virtue of their training,
could bridge this gap are struggling to keep their identity
as specialists. The present situation in Europe is alarm-
ing. The European Society of Cardiology by creating
working groups has stimulated research in and integra-
tion of basic and clinical sciences. Nonetheless, there is
excessive overlap and potential rivalry between groups
that share similar basic interests. How, from the view-
point of pathologists, is interest to be divided between
the working groups on developmental anatomy and
pathology, cellular biology of the heart, pathogenesis of
atherosclerosis, thrombosis and platelets, coronary circu-
lation, myocardial function, and so on?
A group of pathologists who are involved in specialist

cardiovascular pathology every day have reconsidered
cardiovascular pathology in Europe. They discussed the
need to bring together those in Europe with a common
interest in cardiovascular pathology and reached a con-
sensus to inaugurate a European School for
Cardiovascular Pathology.

The main objective of the school is to identify those
with an active interest in cardiovascular pathology and to
promote mutual education. The school will provide a
platform for liaison between cardiovascular pathologists
and adult and paediatric cardiologists and cardiac
surgeons. It will promote postgraduate teaching in basic
science and clinical medicine, promote and provide
support in the implementation of multi-centre studies in
cardiovascular pathology, and will coordinate quality
control studies of aspects of diagnosis in cardiovascular
pathology. Its headquarters are in the Academic Medical
Centre, Amsterdam, The Netherlands, and I am its first
chairperson.
At a meeting, planned for the spring of 1995, in

Amsterdam, there will be state of the art lectures, clinical
case presentations, poster sessions, and an open forum to
discuss the future of the European School for
Cardiovascular Pathology.

If you are interested in registering with the European
School for Cardiovascular Pathology-there is no regis-
tration fee-write to me for further information. I sign
this letter on behalf of Prof Robert H Anderson, Prof
Michael J Davies, Dr Patrick J Gallagher, Prof C James
Kirkpatrick, and Prof Gaetano Thiene, founders of the
European School for Cardiovascular Pathology.

ANTON E BECKER
Department of Cardiovascular Pathology,
Academic Medical Centre, Meibergdreef 9,
1105AZ Amsterdam-ZO, The Netherlands
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