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      ISCHAEMIC HEART DISEASE

      
        Cypher versus Taxus: the fight continues ▸

        The use of sirolimus-eluting and paclitaxel-eluting stents in the treatment of de novo coronary lesions has not been compared in a prospective multicentre study to date. In the REALITY trial, 1386 patients from 90 hospitals across Europe, Latin America and Asia were randomly assigned to receive either a sirolimus-eluting (n  =  701) or a paclitaxel-eluting stent (n  =  685). All patients had angina pectoris and one or two de novo native coronary artery lesions in vessels of between 2.25–3.00 mm in diameter. Angiographic follow up was performed at eight months and clinical follow up at 12 months. The primary end point was in-lesion binary restenosis (defined as a luminal stenosis of more than 50%) at eight months. Secondary end points included one year rates of target lesion and vessel revascularisation and a composite end point of cardiac death, Q wave or non-Q wave myocardial infarction, coronary artery bypass grafting, or repeat target lesion revascularisation. In-lesion binary restenosis at eight months occurred in 86 patients (9.6%) with a sirolimus-eluting stent and 95 patients (11.1%) with a paclitaxel-eluting stent (relative risk (RR) 0.84, 95% confidence interval (CI) 0.61 to 1.17; p  =  0.31). The mean (SD) in-stent late loss was 0.09 (0.43) mm for sirolimus eluting stents versus 0.31 (0.44) mm for paclitaxel-eluting stents (difference, −0.22 mm, 95% CI −0.26 to −0.18 mm; p < 0.001). For sirolimus- versus paclitaxel-eluting stents, respectively, mean in-stent diameter stenosis was 23.1% v 26.7% (p < 0.001) and the number of major adverse cardiac events at one year was 73 (10.7%) v 76 (11.4%) (p  =  0.73). The authors conclude that a longer follow up period is needed to see if the difference in late loss between the two stents translates into significant clinical outcomes. However, as an accompanying editorial by Sorin Brener of the Cleveland … 

        
      
      
        
        
        
      
      
        
        
        
      
      
        
        
        
      
    


View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BCS  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BCS  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: British Cardiovascular Society]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Top cited articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Education in heart
	Best Research Paper Award
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 SoundCloud
	 YouTube

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1468-201XPrint ISSN: 1355-6037

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & British Cardiovascular Society. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


