





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BCS  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Heart]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Authors
	About
	Podcasts

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Authors
	About
	Podcasts



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BCS  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 95, Issue 9 
	The role of endomyocardial biopsy in the management of cardiovascular disease: a commentary on joint AHA/ACC/ESC guidelines


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Technology and guidelines


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      The role of endomyocardial biopsy in the management of cardiovascular disease: a commentary on joint AHA/ACC/ESC guidelines
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	P Elliott1, 
	E Arbustini2

	1
The Heart Hospital, University College London, London, UK
 
	2
IRCCS Foundation San Matteo Hospital, Pavia, Italy
 

	Dr P Elliott, The Heart Hospital, 16–18 Westmoreland Street, London W1G 8PH, UK; perry.elliott{at}ucl.ac.uk




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/hrt.2008.161166

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Data on the use of endomyocardial biopsy (EMB) in routine cardiological practice are scant, but anecdotal evidence suggests that its frequency varies substantially between centres. The reasons for this variation are unclear, but they almost certainly include differential access to cardiological and pathological expertise, and a lack of consensus on the risk–benefit ratio of EMB in particular clinical situations. A distinguished panel working under the auspices of the American Heart Association (AHA), American College of Cardiology (ACC) and the European Society of Cardiology (ESC) has recently produced a scientific statement on the indications for EMB.1 Refreshingly, the document’s recommendations are based, where possible, on an analysis of clinical scenarios in which EMB might be useful rather than lists of diseases that can theoretically be detected in myocardial tissue samples. The fact that the panel strongly recommended EMB in only two relatively uncommon clinical situations illustrates the urgent need for more data on the clinical utility of EMB in the diagnosis of heart muscle disease.

RISKS OF ENDOMYOCARDIAL BIOPSY
EMB is performed using specifically designed bioptomes and sheaths, via the internal jugular or femoral vein. In some centres, it is routine to perform left ventricular biopsy via the femoral artery, but there are no prospective data on the comparative risks or diagnostic yield of each approach. Similarly, echocardiography is used by some operators to guide placement of the bioptome, but the advantage of this over standard fluoroscopic guidance is unproven. The risks of … 
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