





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BCS  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Heart]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Authors
	About
	Podcasts

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Authors
	About
	Podcasts



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BCS  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 96, Issue 10 
	Recurrent pericarditis: an autoimmune disease?


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Editorial


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Recurrent pericarditis: an autoimmune disease?
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Noel R Rose

	Johns Hopkins Center for Autoimmune Disease Research, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Maryland, USA


	Correspondence to Dr Noel R Rose, Johns Hopkins Center for Autoimmune Disease Research, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Maryland, USA; nrrose{at}jhmi.edu




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/hrt.2010.195164

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Myocarditis

Recurrent pericarditis, like chronic myocarditis, is often considered to be an autoimmune consequence of a prior viral infection.1 Both the pericardium and the heart develop from the mesoderm, but embryologically the two organs are quite distinct. The embryonic heart enters and invaginates the pericardial sac giving rise to the visceral pericardium or epicardium on the heart surface, and to the parietal peritoneum.2 They are separated by the pericardial cavity which normally contains 15–50 ml of straw-coloured fluid.
The diagnosis of acute pericarditis is usually based on severe chest pain, diminished heart sounds, sometimes with an audible pericardial friction rub, and typical electrocardiographic changes.3 4 A long list of aetiologies has been associated with pericarditis, including infectious and non-infectious causes. Infectious agents include viral, bacterial and mycotic agents. The viruses implicated in pericarditis include Coxsackievirus B, adenovirus, rhinovirus, echovirus, influenza, cytomegalovirus, herpesvirus and human immunodeficiency virus (HIV). Polymerase chain reaction (PCR) and in situ hybridisation, together with the presence of antibody, are used to identify the most common infectious agents.
Although the diagnosis of pericarditis is relatively straightforward, the aetiology and pathogenesis of the disease remain biological enigmas.5 Many of the problems linked to understanding of the pathogenesis of pericarditis are reflected in other inflammatory diseases that reputedly follow a viral infection. How much of the disease can be attributed to the infectious process itself and how much to a host generated immune response? The issue is not one of purely academic interest. It relates importantly to the approach to treatment. Often acute pericarditis seems to resolve spontaneously.2 Sometimes, however, one or more recurrences take place and the disease may progress to a constrictive pericarditis resulting … 
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