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Introduction
Heart failure is increasing in prevalence.1 This is in part due to reduced mortality as a result of major advances in treatment since 1986, when the VHEFT-I study was published.2 It is also associated with ageing of the population, and longer survival of people with conditions that lead on to heart failure such as ischaemic heart disease, hypertension and atrial fibrillation.
The incidence and prevalence of heart failure rise with age. In the 1980s the Framingham study of those aged ≥45 years found that the age-adjusted prevalence of overt heart failure was 24/1000 in men and 25/1000 in women.3 In Finland the prevalence of heart failure in those aged 75–86 years was 8.2%.4 The EPIC study found that the prevalence of heart failure in those aged >25 years in Portugal was 4.36%.5



  




The annual age-adjusted incidence of heart failure in the Framingham study (in the 1980s) was 7.2 cases/1000 in men and 4.7 cases/1000 in women.3 The annual incidence rises steeply with advancing age to 40 cases per 1000 for those aged >75 years.6 Furthermore, the Hillingdon study found that the incidence of heart failure rises to 1% per annum in the population over 85 years of age.7 The mortality of new cases of heart failure is 14% at 6 months.8 Hospitalised patients with heart failure have a 10% inpatient mortality rate, and up to 32% mortality rate at 1 year.9
In 2003, the National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) produced its clinical guideline on the diagnosis and management of chronic heart failure.10 This provided detailed guidance for healthcare professionals on the full spectrum of care for patients with heart failure. Since then, advances in the evidence base necessitated a partial update of the guideline, published in 2010, covering diagnosis, pharmacological therapy, monitoring and … 



View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	Competing interests AA-M was the Clinical Advisor to the Guideline Development Group at NICE producing the Clinical Guideline 108. JM was the Chair of the Guideline Development Group at NICE producing Clinical Guideline 108. Both authors are current members of the Topic Expert Group at NICE producing the Quality Standards for Heart Failure.

	Provenance and peer review Commissioned; not externally peer reviewed.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	PostScriptCorrection

BMJ Publishing Group Ltd and British Cardiovascular Society


Heart 2011; 97 605-605   Published Online First:  04 Mar 2011. doi: 10.1136/hrt.2010.214999corr1 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BCS  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BCS  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Top cited articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Education in heart
	Best Research Paper Award
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 SoundCloud
	 YouTube

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1468-201XPrint ISSN: 1355-6037

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & British Cardiovascular Society. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


