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    Abstract
In the last two decades the extraordinary advances in molecular biology of arrhythmogenic right ventricular cardiomyopathy/dysplasia (ARVC/D) have provided significant insights into our understanding of the disease aetiology by showing that it is a genetic disorder of the cardiac desmosomes and that interactions between mechanical disruption of cell–cell adhesion and defects of desmosomal-mediated intracellular signalling are likely to be involved in the pathogenesis of the ARVC/D phenotype. The discovery of the causative genes for ARVC/D offers the possibility of identifying genetically-affected individuals before potentially malignant clinical phenotype occurs. Moreover, the evaluation of abnormal localisation of desmosomal proteins by immunohistochemical analysis on endomyocardial biopsy samples represents a promising test for ARVC/D diagnosis. Early detection of ARVC/D and preventive therapy of young individuals at highest risk of experiencing sudden cardiac death may be improved by molecular genetic screening within affected families and may alter the clinical management of patients. At present, however, the clinical use of genotyping is limited by the incomplete knowledge of causative mutations and the complex genetic background of the disease, which accounts for the incomplete penetrance and the marked variability of the phenotype expression. This review addresses the advances in the molecular biology of ARVC/D, with particular reference to the genetic basis of the disease, and how these advances have impacted on understanding the disease pathogenesis, on diagnosis and in establishing management strategies.
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