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    	CORONARY ARTERY DISEASE

More than two million percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) procedures are performed worldwide each year.1 Periprocedural myocardial infarction is one of the most common complications with evidence of myonecrosis in almost half of all PCI procedures.2 Defining periprocedural myocardial infarction is, however, not straightforward. The latest expert consensus on the Universal Definition of Myocardial Infarction defines PCI-related myocardial infarction (type IVa) as either an increase in cardiac troponin 5-fold greater than the 99th percentile upper reference limit (URL) in patients with normal baseline values (≤99th percentile URL), or a more than 20% increase in patients with already elevated but stable or falling baseline troponin concentrations.3 In addition to this, the definition further stipulates that clinical evidence of myocardial ischaemia, angiographic loss of patency of a major or minor coronary artery patency or imaging evidence of new loss of viable myocardium or new regional wall motion abnormality is necessary for a diagnosis of type IVa myocardial infarction.3
Leonardi and colleagues, in this issue of Heart,4 reclassified patients originally recruited in the CHAMPION PLATFORM trial4 as having periprocedural myocardial infarction using 3-fold to 10-fold increases in cardiac biomarkers above the 99th percentile of the URL. The authors used creatine kinase(CK)-MB, and not troponin, in the adjudication of periprocedural myocardial infarction. Several important observations arise from Leonardi's study. First, with the adoption of a 3-fold increase in CK-MB, they showed a more than 30% relative reduction in the number of … 
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