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funded by outside bodies. Applications
should be sent to the Secretary ofthe Medical
Practice Committee at Fitzroy Square. Final
date for the receipt of applications is 20
November.
We have information relating to the Wem-

bley meeting in 1993. The programme com-
mittee write as follows: "At the next meeting
of the Society, abstracts will be printed by
photographic reproduction of the original
abstract forms. Photocopies of the original
form or facsimiles are not suitable. Additional
copies of original forms can be obtained from
the Society offices. New abstract categories
have been introduced. For each abstract
submitted, two suggested categories should
be circled (with a preference double circled)
to help the programme committee produce
the final programme. Authors may submit an
abstract both for the general scientific meeting
and for the Young Research Workers Prize.
Details in abstracts must not be changed
between submission and presentation. Sub-
missions for the Young Research Workers
Prize will have the same closing date as that
for abstracts for the meeting- 18 December.

News of another society
Nick Boon and Alan Rae have provided some
unusual information for the newsletter. They
write "A Scottish Cardiac Society has been
formed and it held its inaugural meeting at
CrieffHydro Hotel on 11 and 12 September.
The president for the meeting was Sandy
Muir (Edinburgh), and the guest lecture was
given by Douglas Chamberlain (Brighton).
More than 60 members attended the scientific
meeting and the abstracts will be published in
the Scottish Medical Journal. The society
already has more than 130 members includ-
ing physicians, surgeons, and scientists.
Anyone with Scottish connections wishing to
join the society should contact the secretary,
Alan Rae at Glasgow Royal Infirmary." We
are assured that colleagues in Scotland are
happy to wear two hats and that the new
society has nothing to do with devolution.
Those of us who attended the inaugural
meeting enjoyed it immensely and are con-
vinced the society will have a long future. We
wish it well.

News of colleagues
We have news from two Advisory Appoint-
ments Committees in recent weeks. Kath-
erine Carey has been appointed to Torbay
and David Lythall to Canterbury.
We also have to record the death of a

member who was a familiar figure in the
society over many years. Stuart Shaw writes
from Edinburgh: "RWD (Dick) Turner, one
of the Society's leading figures in the post war
period died on 1 September at the age of 83.

After his service with the Royal Army
Medical Corps in Africa and in the Middle
East, he began developing the cardiac depart-
ment at Edinburgh's Western General
Hospital where his enthusiasm and drive
were sustained throughout his career. With
Andrew Logan in the 1950s he demonstrated
the value of closed mitral valvotomy for the
many patients so disabled by mitral stenosis.
For their follow up he held clinics throughout
east Scotland and the north of England, and
in those pre-echo days developed the record-
ing ofphysical signs into a precise art. For the
first 200 valvotomies he joined his surgical
colleagues in the operating theatre and used
the sterile stethoscope so that he could note
the change in signs throughout the
procedure. His carefully described observa-
tions in patients with heart disease made a
valuable contribution during the introduc-
tion of valve replacement surgery and in the
development of drug treatment for hyperten-
sion. Latterly his interests focused on ways in
which coronary patients could reduce their
risk factors. He became convinced of the late
adverse vascular effects of cows' milk for
infant feeding. His positive approach fitted
well with what came to be the triumph of
cardiac surgery and he was a physician who
earned the deep respect of his surgical
colleagues. His zest, sociability, and sense of
adventure in and out of the hospital provided
an examnple of how best to enjoy life."

Stop Press
The data on strut fractures in Bjork-Shiley
convexo-concave (cc) heart valves in the
September newsletter were supplied by
Shiley, but are slightly different in certain
details from the recent "Dear Doctor" letter
from the Department of Health. The correc-
tion followed a re-analysis of the Shiley data
at the instigation of the FDA. The Depart-
ment of Heath are aware of the re-analysis of
the Shiley database and the re-definition of
the risk group categories. Now that informa-
tion regarding the characteristics of all Bjork-
Shiley cc valves supplied to the United King-
dom has become available from Shiley, the
Department of Health has commissioned an
independent statistical analysis of all United
Kingdom data on strut fractures. Should this
analysis reveal any trends different from or
additional to the Shiley data the Department
will notify the profession. We are concerned,
however, that the United Kingdom data may
be incomplete and underestimate the risk.
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NOTICES

The 1993 Annual Meeting of the British
Cardiac Society will take place at the Wem-
bley Conference Centre from 18 to 21 May.

The 14th European Section Meeting of
the International Society for Heart
Research will take place in Jerusalem on
9-13 May 1993. For information contact Dr
Arie Pinson, Laboratory for Myocardial
Research, The Hebrew University/Hadassah
Medical School, PO Box 1172, Jerusalem
91010, Israel. (Fax: 972 2 784010).

The XXth International Congress on
Electrocardiology will be held in Edmon-
ton, Alberta on 29 to 31 July 1993. This will
be preceded by a satellite symposium on
Milestones in Modern Electrocar-
diology to be held in the Canadian Rockies
on 26 to 27 July 1993. For details and abstract
forms contact Professor PeterW Macfarlane,
University Department of Medical Cardi-
ology, Royal Infirmary, 10 Alexandra Parade,
Glasgow G31 2ER.

The 13th International Symposium on
Intensive Care and Emergency
Medicine will be held at the Brussels Con-
gress Center on 23 to 26 March 1993. The
14th Symposium will take place in Brussels
on 15 to 18 March 1994. For details contact
Professor J L Vincent, Department of Inten-
sive Care, Erasme University Hospital,
Route de Lennik 808, B-1070 Bruxelles,
Belgium (Tel: 32-2-555 32 15; Fax: 32-2-555
45 55).

The 11th Biennial Asian Congress on
Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery
will be held from 21 to 25 November 1993 in
Kuala Lumpur. It is organised by the
Malaysian Thoracic and Cardiovascular
Surgical Association. For details contact 11th
BACTCS Secretariat, Room 3, 5th Floor,
MMA House, 124 Jalan Pahang, 53000 Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia (Tel: 03-4429662; Fax:
03-4421618).

The next meeting of the British Paediatric
Cardiac Association will be held at the
International Convention Centre in Bir-
mingham on 27 November 1992 followed
by a day meeting on ablation therapy for
paediatric arrhythmias. Further information
from Dr J V de Giovanni, The Children's
Hospital, Ladywood Middleway, Ladywood,
Birmingham B16 8ET (Tel: 021-454 4851).
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