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NOTICE TO CONTRIBUTORS

Papers relating to the heart and circulation should be
sent (4 copies) to the Editor, British Heart Journal, 9
Fitzroy Square, London WIP 5AH, and be prepared
according to the Uniform requirements for manuscripts
submitted to biomedical journals (Vancouver agreement)
(BMJ 1988;296:401-5). Authors are asked to com-
plete a copy of the checklst provided (1995;73:
105-6 (January issue)) when submitting their
manuscripts for publication and to nominate
three suitable reviewers. The reference number
given on the acknowledgement letter sent out by the
editorial office should be quoted on all subsequent
correspondence and telephone inquiries. A covering
letter (wherever possible giving a fax number) must be
signed by all authors stating that they have seen and
approved the paper and that the work has not been,
and will not be, published elsewhere. All authors will
be required to transfer copyright of their articles to the
journal before publication. (All material for possible
publication (including Letters to the Editor) must be
typed in double spacing with wide margins.) A 250
word structured abstract must be sent with most
papers. If requested, authors shall produce the data
upon which the manuscript is based for examination
by the editor.

ETHICAL STANDARDS
Authors are expected to comply with the code of
ethics known as the Declaration of Helsinki. Where
appropriate, manuscripts should include a statement
that the research protocol has been approved by the
locally appointed ethics committee and that the in-
formed consent of the subjects has been obtained.

AUTHORSHIP: All authors must fulfil the criteria of the
International Committee of Medical Joumal Editors
(Vancouver agreement) (see BMJ 1991;302:338-41).

ABBREVIATIONS should not be used in the text, except for
mathematical calculations and units ofmeasurement.

REFERENCES must be cited precisely according to the
Vancouver agreement and be typed in double spacing.
As a general rule, no more than three references
should be cited for any one statement.

Authors are responsible for the accuracy of any
references cited: these should be checked at source
or with the listing in Index Medicus.

UNITS OF MEASuREMENT: All haematological and
clinical chemistry measurements should be given as
SI units. Blood pressures should be given in mm Hg.

COPYRIGHT PERMISSION to reproduce material pub-
lished elsewhere must be obtained in writing and
acknowledged in the manuscript.

PROOFS of articles accepted for publication will be sent
for the author's approval. Proof corrections should be
kept to a minimum.
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subscriptions by Access, Visa, or American Express by
quoting on their order the credit or charge card pre-
ferred together with the appropriate personal account
number and the expiry date of the card. (For the con-
venience of readers in the USA subscription orders
with or without payment may also be sent to British
Medical Journal, PO Box 408, Franklin, MA 02038,
USA. All inquiries, however, must be addressed to the
Publisher in London.) All copies are despatched by
air-speed. First class rates available on request.
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