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    Learning objectives
	To provide an overview of the current European Society of Cardiology guidelines and criteria, which are used in the diagnosis of infective endocarditis (IE), highlighting their advantages and limitations and to recognise the essential role played by a multidisciplinary team approach.

	To understand the role molecular microbiological techniques play in aiding in the diagnosis of IE.

	To appreciate the potential use and limitations of nuclear imaging, namely 18F-fluorodeoxyglucose-positron-emission tomography/CT, in diagnosing prosthetic valve IE, cardiac-device-associated IE and detection of secondary complications such as metastatic infection and embolic events.



Curriculum topic: infective endocarditis
Infective endocarditis (IE) has continued to be a serious cause of cardiac infection, associated with a poor prognosis and mortality.1 The incidence of IE ranges between 3 and 10 episodes each year/100 000, depending on geographical area and has been noted to increase dramatically with age, for example, 14.5 episodes each year/100 000 in patients between 70 and 80 years of age.2 Survival rates can be improved with an early and accurate diagnosis of this infection and its associated complications.1 Over the years, a number of diagnostic guidelines and criteria have been proposed, most notably the Von Reyn Criteria (1981), the initial Duke Criteria (1994), the universally accepted Modified Duke Criteria (2000) and most recently the European Society of Cardiology (ESC) 2015 modified criteria.3–7
Little is known about the historical epidemiology of IE >50 years ago; however, the relatively recent epidemiology of IE has changed in relation to the causative organisms, ‘at-risk-populations’ and the classification of the disease, most notably with the increased incidence of prosthetic valves and intracardiac devices.2 Recently through enhanced surveillance of IE, the International Collaboration on Endocarditis reported on the shift in the current microbiology of IE, whereby Staphylococcus aureus is now the primary causative agent (31% of cases), followed by viridans group streptococci (17% of … 



  







View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: BMJ Learning - Take the Test]
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	Competing interests None declared.

	Provenance and peer review Commissioned; externally peer reviewed.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	HeartbeatHeartbeat: Prevention of sudden cardiac death

Catherine M Otto


Heart 2016; 102 729-730   Published Online First:  25 Apr 2016. doi: 10.1136/heartjnl-2016-309722 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BCS  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BCS  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: British Cardiovascular Society]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Top cited articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Education in heart
	Best Research Paper Award
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 SoundCloud
	 YouTube

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1468-201XPrint ISSN: 1355-6037

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & British Cardiovascular Society. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


