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It is a shame that good research questions such as the one addressed by the paper of Bongiovanni et al 1 are hampered by inappropriate conclusions from the authors using a weak study design. Comparing observational groups that underwent transcutaneous aortic valve implantation (TAVI) or balloon aortic valvuloplasty (BAV) is fraught with difficulty, as the types of patients that are selected for the procedures are markedly different. In particular, those with poor life expectancy for a variety of (cardiac and non-cardiac) reasons are much more likely to … 
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