





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BCS  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Heart]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Authors
	About
	Podcasts

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Authors
	About
	Podcasts



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BCS  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 104, Issue 24 
	Cochrane corner: adenosine versus intravenous calcium channel antagonists for supraventricular tachycardia


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Editorial


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Cochrane corner: adenosine versus intravenous calcium channel antagonists for supraventricular tachycardia
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	http://orcid.org/0000-0002-9960-7587Samer Alabed1,2, 
	Rui Providência3, 
	Tim J A Chico1

	
1
Infection, Immunity and Cardiovascular Disease, University of Sheffield, Sheffield, UK


	
2
Academic Unit of Radiology, Sheffield Teaching Hospitals, Sheffield, UK


	
3
Barts Heart Centre, Barts Health NHS Trust, London, UK



	Correspondence to
 Dr Samer Alabed, Department of Cardiovascular Science, The University of Sheffield, Sheffield S10 2RX, UK; s.alabed{at}nhs.net





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/heartjnl-2017-312909

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	cardiac arrhythmias
	supraventricular tachycardia
	adenosine
	calcium channel antagonists
	systematic review

Introduction
Supraventricular tachycardia (SVT) is the most common cardiac cause of sustained palpitations. It affects 2 in 1000 adults and is a frequent cause of referral to cardiology services, both as an outpatient and acutely during an attack.1 Since 1992, clinical guidelines have favoured adenosine2 as a first-line treatment of SVT in the acute setting instead of voltage-dependent calcium channel antagonists (CCA; verapamil or diltiazem). However, adenosine is associated with frequent and unpleasant adverse effects including anxiety, confusion and even a sensation of impending death. These effects, though transient, can be highly distressing; it is not uncommon to encounter patients who are reluctant to receive adenosine due to such effects. Furthermore, adenosine is considerably more expensive than CCA, which has implications for many healthcare providers worldwide. Therefore, despite the effectiveness of adenosine, its primacy in the management of SVT in the UK should not prevent examination of alternative treatments, and several trials have compared the performance of adenosine against CCA.
We therefore performed a Cochrane systematic review update3 to incorporate new trials performed since a previous review in 2006.4 The review compared the effects of adenosine versus CCAs in terminating SVT (table 1).
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Table 1 PICO summary




Main results
Our updated review identified two new randomised controlled trials (RCT) and excluded three previously included studies, bringing the total to seven trials … 
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