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Our understanding of the relationship between time to reperfusion of the occluded coronary artery and mortality precedes the widespread acceptance of primary percutaneous coronary intervention (PPCI) as front-line treatment for ST elevation myocardial infarction (STEMI), when thrombolytic therapy was considered the ‘gold standard’ in treatment.1 With PPCI, it was observed that, even after adjusting for age and comorbidities, the risk of 1-year mortality increased by 7.5% for every 30 min of delay to treatment.2 Additionally, a shorter time to treatment was observed to be associated with a lower risk for readmission and the development of secondary congestive heart failure.3 Then, treatment delays have been established as a performance measure of quality of care in STEMI.
In the past few years, emergency medical services (EMS) have been recognised as having a critical role on the success of achieving time to reperfusion according to the guidelines, mostly by performing prehospital ECG for faster identification of a suspected STEMI and direct transfer of the patient to the catheterisation laboratory.4 5 Therefore, EMS have been … 
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