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    In England and Wales, there were around 83 000 people in prison at any one time in 2019. People entering prison are more likely than the general population to have experienced abuse, homelessness and unemployment, as well as having been taken into care,1 and these experiences and circumstances can result in complex healthcare needs. Despite this, there is a lack of quantitative evidence about the physical health of prisoners—information that is vital to ensure that healthcare services are commissioned appropriately.
The Nuffield Trust published a report2 earlier this year, which for the first time used routinely collected hospital data to look at how often and why prisoners use secondary care services. We found they use hospital services less and miss a higher proportion of appointments than the general population.
In addition to direct hospital admissions linked to coronary heart disease, prisoners were found to have a number … 
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