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There are large knowledge gaps regarding the global epidemiology of atrial fibrillation (AF), in part due to the paucity of informative community-based or population-based studies representative of the world’s population. The 2019 global burden of AF is estimated at 59.7 million (95% confidence interval: 45.7 to 75.3 million), double the number of estimated cases in 1990.1 Low-income nations—and one could argue entire continents such as South America, Africa and parts of Asia—face the multiple public health challenges of limited economic resources, progressively ageing populations, and increasing prevalence of common AF risk factors such as hypertension and obesity.
Unfortunately, most of the literature describing the epidemiology of AF is from high-income countries, such as the USA, Western European countries and Australia. This literature has consistently described the prevalence of the condition, its significant medical and societal costs, and its priority as the most commonly encountered cardiovascular arrhythmia. In contrast, data from much of Asia, Africa and South America are less available. A Web of Science search for AF articles published over the past 5 years conducted on 14th December 2020 (figure 1) reinforces marked imbalances in the country of origin of the AF literature with regards to the number of publications versus the population. The bottom line is a literature that is hardly representative; a small percentage of the world’s population has produced a large quantity of the literature on a condition that is increasingly common and prevalent across the globe. To develop a more comprehensive picture of AF will require investigations that represent the socioeconomic and geographical complexities across multiple nations and continents.

Figure 1 Atrial fibrillation (AF) research distribution according to the country within the last 5 years. The figure presents a Web of Science search for AF scientific papers published over the past 5 years conducted on 14th December 2020. In total, 43 509 … 
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