





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BCS  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Heart]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Authors
	About
	Podcasts

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Authors
	About
	Podcasts



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BCS  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 108, Issue 7 
	Correspondence on "Lipoprotein(a) has no major impact on calcification activity in patients with mild to moderate aortic valve stenosis" by Kaiser et al


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Correspondence


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Correspondence on "Lipoprotein(a) has no major impact on calcification activity in patients with mild to moderate aortic valve stenosis" by Kaiser et al
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	http://orcid.org/0000-0001-5394-832XPanteleimon Pantelidis, 
	Evangelos Oikonomou

	
3rd Department of Cardiology, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Medical School, "Sotiria" Chest Disease Hospital, Athens, Greece



	Correspondence to
 Mr Panteleimon Pantelidis, 3rd Cardiology Department, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, School of Health Sciences, Athens 11527, Greece; pan.g.pantelidis{at}gmail.com





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/heartjnl-2021-320643

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	aortic valve stenosis
	research design

The recent work of Kaiser et al,1 entitled ‘Lipoprotein(a) has no major impact on calcification activity in patients with mild to moderate aortic valve stenosis’, offers one more useful piece of evidence regarding the association of lipoprotein(a) (Lp(a)) with aortic valve (AoV) calcification. Although at first glance, the authors seem to present results contradictory to growing evidence that supports a strong causal relationship between Lp(a) and AoV calcification,2 a closer look seems to explain this deviation, in a way that reminds us of the ‘Abraham Wald’ paradigm, back in the 1940s.
When, during World War II, the mathematician Abraham Wald and his colleagues were asked which parts of the aircrafts should be reinforced to sustain the enemy’s fire, they gave a solution that was to become one of the most world-famous examples of what is called nowadays ‘survivorship’ bias. Against the obvious approach that the most-hit parts should be protected, Wald also considered as important the least-hit areas, claiming that planes receiving fire there might not have ‘survived’ to be accounted for.3 Their seminal work highlighted this form of ‘selection’ bias, which still remains relevant today in the research arena and one can argue that it … 
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