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    	Mitral Valve Insufficiency
	Echocardiography

The controversy over the use of attitudinally correct nomenclature and morphological nomenclature for valvular structures has reached a peak with the rapid growth of transcatheter devices, positioned primarily by both echocardiography and fluoroscopy (figure 1A,B). Advocates of the attitudinal nomenclature propose that structures should be described as they lie within the body and as viewed in the anatomical position. This gross anatomical approach uses the body as the frame of reference. Standard cardiac nomenclature instead uses the heart as its own frame of reference. The original nomenclature of anterior and posterior mitral valve leaflets or lateral and medial mitral valve commissures is derived from the traditional ‘surgical view’ with the heart open in the chest, visualised standing to one side of the patient’s body. Although the proceduralist using fluoroscopy will sometimes image catheters moving within the body with the patient lying supine and with an anterior/posterior projection, the echocardiographer acquires transoesophageal echocardiographic (TOE) images from the oesophageal position, thus as if one was standing behind the patient (figure 1A,B). Positioning two-dimensional images from the mid-oesophageal imaging plane in the valentine view, with the left ventricle vertical and apex in the far-field of the image, optimises the physics of imaging for the mitral valve (ie, using axial resolution for leaflet morphological identification). With the use of three-dimensional (3D) … 
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