
281Primary balloon dilatation of coarctation of the aorta in neonates

been invoked as a cause of early recoarctation
after surgical repair. It must be more likely
after balloon dilatation when the ductal tissue is
neither incised nor removed.
Whatever the mechanism of restenosis, it is

an important problem which taken with the
early failure rate makes balloon dilatation unat-
tractive in this group of patients. Particularly
because surgical repair has a low mortality,'5
and when the subclavian flap technique was
used there is a low incidence of recoarctation."
Thus, even in the absence of longer term follow
up in the present series, we consider that
surgical repair remains the best treatment for
most neonates presenting with coarctation of
the aorta.

Balloon dilatation of coarctation of the aorta
can be performed in most neonates with a good
early result. It is, however, unsuccessful and
potentially dangerous in patients with
associated isthmal hypoplasia. Furthermore,
early restenosis is common, even when com-
plete relief of coarctation is obtained. Though
the technique may be useful when there are
severe associated abnormalities, it cannot be
recommended for general application in
neonates with coarctation of the aorta.
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CORRECTION

Editorial. ST segment changes as a surrogate
end point in coronary thrombolysis W Stewart
Hillis, K J Hogg (August issue: volume 64:
pages 111-2)-The authors have asked us to
point out that their address should have read:
Department of Medicine and Therapeutics,
University of Glasgow, Stobhill General Hos-
pital, Balornock Road, Glasgow G21 3UW.

 on A
pril 10, 2024 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://heart.bm

j.com
/

B
r H

eart J: first published as 10.1136/hrt.64.4.281 on 1 O
ctober 1990. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://heart.bmj.com/

