





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BCS  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Heart]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Authors
	About
	Podcasts

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Authors
	About
	Podcasts



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BCS  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 93, Issue 9 
	JournalScan


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    JournalScan


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      JournalScan
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Alistair Lindsay, Editor

	Correspondence to:
 Alistair.Lindsay{at}btinternet.com




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      INTERVENTIONAL CARDIOLOGY

      
        SWISSI II bolsters the case for an early interventional approach ▸

        Even after surviving myocardial infarction (MI), subclinical or “silent” ischaemia is common. The effect of percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) on the long-term prognosis of these patients is not known.

        The SWISSI II (Swiss Interventional Study on Silent Ischaemia Type II) trial was an unblinded controlled trial that randomised patients with a recent MI to PCI aimed at full revascularisation (n = 96), or to intensive anti-ischaemic drug treatment (n = 105). All patients had silent myocardial ischaemia verified by stress imaging, and one- or two-vessel coronary disease. The main outcome measure was survival free of major adverse cardiac events (cardiac events, non-fatal MI, and/or symptom-driven revascularisation).



  





        The mean follow-up was 10.2 years; 27 major adverse cardiac events occurred in the PCI group and 67 in the anti-ischaemic drug treatment group (adjusted hazard ratio = 0.33; p<0.001). Patients in the PCI group also had lower rates of ischaemia (11.6% vs 28.9%; p = 0.03) despite receiving fewer drugs overall. Left ventricular ejection fraction was preserved in PCI patients (mean of 53.9% at baseline to 55.6%), but decreased significantly in patients receiving drug treatment (mean 59.7% at baseline to 48.8%).

        Therefore in this trial, PCI compared with anti-ischaemic drug treatment reduced the long-term risk of major cardiac events. These findings do not necessarily contradict those of the recent COURAGE study, which, in contrast, recruited patients with stable angina. It should be noted that recruitment to the trial began over 16 years ago, and that many patients were treated by balloon angioplasty only. Furthermore statin and ACE inhibitor treatments were used far less frequently than they are today.

        
          
▴ Erne P, Schoenenberger AW, Burckhardt D, et al. Effects of percutaneous coronary interventions in silent ischaemia after myocardial infarction. The SWISSI II Randomized Controlled Trial. JAMA2007;297:1985–991.
OpenUrlCrossRefPubMedWeb of Science


        

      
      
        Off-label use of DES ▸

        How effective and safe are drug-eluting stents (DES) when used “off-label”? Two papers from the Journal of the American Medical Association aimed at answering this question. Beohar and colleagues looked at 1-year results of the DES-COVER registry, involving 7752 patients treated with percutaneous … 
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