Correspondence

myocardium can be determined by gamma camera
imaging are largely based on techniques that use pla-
nar imaging or, to a lesser extent, limited angle
tomography. Experience in the applications of
radionuclide imaging shows that there is consid-
erable capacity for such images to mislead the
observer. It is possible therefore that some of the
conclusions which have been drawn by workers
using such techniques in the past may be erroneous.

We have described a technique for the use of
transverse tomographic section data to construct an
easily recognisable display. We have suggested that
this represents a useful step forward towards gaining
acceptance of the use of thallium-201 for localising
coronary artery disease. The implication is that with
improvement in imaging techniques associated with
the current more widespread access to single photon
tomography,! the role of thallium-201 should be re-
evaluated. Thus there are now reports indicating
that transverse tomography with thallium-201 can
show the location of disease determined angio-
graphically.? 3 We have not suggested that thallium-
201 tomography can universally replace coronary
angiography. Its role is more likely to be com-
plementary, not only in the exclusion of important
coronary artery disease in patients with atypical
symptoms, but also in other applications such as
determining the significance of moderate coronary
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artery lesions shown angiographically, or identi-
fying areas that are potentially suitable for
revascularisation.
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Regional Medical Physics Department,
Dryburn Hospital, Durham

E E Laird, E D Williams, D Rankin,
Regional Medical Physics Department,
Sunderland District General Hospital

B Mittra,
Department of Medicine,
Sunderland District General Hospital.

References

1 Williams ED, ed. An introduction to emission computed
tomography. Report No. 44. London: Institute of Phys-
ical Sciences in Medicine, 1985.

2 Garcia EV, Van Train K, Maddahi J, et al.
Quantification of rotational Thallium-201 myocardial
tomography. ¥ Nucl Med 1985; 26: 17-26.

3 Tamaki N, Yonekura Y, Mukai T, et al. Segmental
analysis of stress thallium myocardial emission tomo-
graphy for localisation of coronary artery disease. Eur ¥
Nucl Med 1984; 9: 99-105.

Notices

British Cardiac Society

The Autumn Meeting will be held at the Wembley
Conference Centre, London, on 25 to 27 November
1986.

The closing date for receipt of abstracts has been
changed to 11 July 1986 and is not as indicated in
earlier notices.

Blood vessel imaging using ultrasound
techniques

The 2nd International Conference Workshop on
Blood Vessel Imaging Using Ultrasound Tech-
niques will be held in Southampton on 4 and 5 Sep-
tember 1986. An associated introductory course will
be held on 6 November 1986. Further information
from: Mr K N Humphries, Scientific Director, Vas-
cular Unit, Medical Physics Department, Level D,
Centre Block, Southampton General Hospital,
Southampton SO9 4XY.
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