
Letters

Lingual haematoma after treatment
with alteplase (recombinant tissue plas-
minogen activator) for acute myocar-
dial infarction

SIR,-McMechan et al reported the develop-
ment of lingual haematoma after alteplase
treatment for acute myocardial infarction.'
However, their patient was treated not only
with alteplase (100 mg) but also with soluble
aspirin (300 mg), a bolus dose of heparin
(5000 units), and a heparin infusion (1000
units/h). Any or all three of these treatments
could have caused the haematoma.

There are many published reports of
haemorrhages and haematomas occurring
after anticoagulation. Most haemorrhages
are readily apparent and easy to diagnose.
Sometimes, however, bleeding occurs in
areas that are not easily felt or seen. Massive
sublingual haemorrhage causing suffocation
was reported with coumadin.5 We described
and named the "iliacus haematoma syn-
drome" which consists of haemorrhagic
paralysis of the femoral nerve as a complica-
tion of heparin and warfarin.3 4 Other
reported rare sites of bleeding during antico-
agulation are into a salivary gland,5 into a
pulmonary cyst,6 into a phaeochromocy-
toma,7 into the ureter (producing urinary
obstruction),8 into the calf (where it mimic-
ked veno-occlusive disease),9 and into the
shoulder (where it produced brachial plexus
neuropathy). IO

Any patient who complains of pain,
swelling, or discoloration during thromboly-
sis, anticoagulation, or combined throm-
bolytic and anticoagulant treatment must

have careful clinical and laboratory assess-
ment. This will detect any systemic involve-
ment and lead to prompt treatment.
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NOTICES

The 1996 Annual Meeting of the British
Cardiac Society will take place at the
Scottish Exhibition & Conference Centre,
Glasgow from 7 to 9 May.

The 12th Symposium on Echocardiology
and the 9th Meeting of the International
Cardiac Doppler Society will be held on
June 25, 26, and 27 1997 at the Erasmus
University Congress Centre in Rotterdam,
The Netherlands. General information can
be obtained from LMC Congress and
Business Services, PO Box 593, 3700 AN
Zeist, The Netherlands (tel: +31 (343) 515
134; fax: +31 (343) 533 357).

A Practical Adult Cardiovascular
Pathology Course, will take place on
Tuesday 17 September 1996 at the National
Heart and Lung Institute. Enquiries should
be made to Education and Conference
Centre, National Heart and Lung Institute,
Dovehouse Street, London SW3 6LY (tel:
0171 351 8172 (24 hour answering service);
fax: 0171 376 3442).
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