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    Introduction to ACHD
In recent decades, the subspecialty of adult congenital heart disease (ACHD) has emerged in order to care for the expanding population of adult survivors born with congenital heart disease (CHD). Accordingly, cardiovascular societies have swiftly developed pathways for training, accreditation, and standardisation of clinical practice. Prior to 2015, there were neither training standards nor board certification for ACHD in the USA. In the European Union (EU), there is still no board certification for specialists in ACHD. Despite the rapid development of these standards and metrics, the workforce of specialised physicians available to care for these patients has not kept pace with the growth of patients, and the USA places the ratio of patients to board-certified ACHD physicians at 4500:1, five times that of general cardiology patients to general cardiologists.1


Training pathways
Postgraduate training programmes allow matriculation in formalised ACHD fellowships from multiple training pathways. In the UK, 2-year ACHD subspecialty training blocks are offered to physicians with a national training number in adult or paediatric cardiology, supplemented by locally arranged, informal fellowship posts. A shorter period of ACHD training can be combined with another subspecialty, such as advanced imaging, for those aiming to work as a cardiologist with … 
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